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2019 KMGA Handicap Program 

 

Handicap Committee Chair: Denby Starling 

Handicap Committee Members: Vince Evans, Billy Binion, Bill Goodale, Marty Reynolds, Arne 

Lauer   

The role of the Handicap Committee is to ensure the integrity and accuracy of all 

handicaps of KMGA golfers who play competitive golf.  This includes ensuring that all golfers 

who play in KMGA competitive events comply with the requirements of the USGA Handicap 

System. 

Two basic premises underlie the USGA Handicap System, namely that each player will  
try to make the best score at every hole in every round, regardless of where that round is 
played and that every player will post every acceptable round for peer review.  By 
accomplishing these objectives, our competitive events will be fairer and more enjoyable for all 
who play. 

To accomplish these objectives, the Handicap Committee will educate, inform, 
communicate, advise, audit, and assist in all matters relating to the USGA Handicap System.  In 
advance, we’d like to state that your anticipated cooperation and support in this regard are 
very much appreciated.  

  The purpose of the USGA Handicap System is to make the game of golf more enjoyable 
by enabling golfers of differing abilities to compete on an equitable basis. The System provides 
a fair Course Handicap for each player regardless of ability and adjusts a player's Handicap 
Index up or down as the player's game changes. At the same time, the system disregards high 
scores that bear little relation to the player's potential ability and promotes continuity by 
making a handicap index continuous from one playing season or year to the next. 

What follows is the information required for each competitive golfer to produce an 

accurate handicap index and course handicap as required by the USGA Handicap System.  We 

are sure that most of our competitive golfers are already familiar with these requirements, but 

some newer golfers may not be.  If you are a seasoned golfer, we ask that you review these 

steps because there may be something new for you here as well.  For newer players, or anyone 

needing help with a handicap issue, please do not hesitate to reach out to the Handicap 

Chairman at denby.starling@gmail.com. 

 

HOW TO ESTABLISH A USGA HANDICAP  

KMGA is a member of the Virginia State Golf Association (VSGA) and receives all 
handicap related services from the United States Golf Association’s Golf Handicap and 
Information Network (GHIN). This is a nationally networked system providing both internet 
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score posting and handicap verification services. Each member is assigned a unique golfer 
number that enables score posting at your home course, at other nationally networked 
courses and via the internet. If you need to know your GHIN number, contact the Handicap 
Chairman. 
 

Members that would like to establish a USGA Handicap should submit a minimum of five 
score cards with adjusted gross scores (see Equitable Stroke Control, below), tees played, dates 
played, and the player's name, mailing and email address, and phone number. These rounds 
must have been played during the "active" golf season for the particular courses played (the 
VSGA “active season” goes year-round, but this may not be true in all locations.)  Place this 
information in the KMGA lock box in the Eagle’s men's lounge and send an email to the 
Handicap Chairman. The Handicap Committee will post the scores and notify you of your GHIN 
number and temporary handicap. The player is then responsible for posting all future scores. 
 

Members desiring to transfer their membership to the KMGA from another club should 
provide the Handicap Chairman with their GHIN number either via email or the KMGA lock box 
and provide a telephone number, mailing and email address.  If your handicap was maintained 
on a USGA approved system other than GHIN, contact the Handicap Chairman. 

 
HOW, WHERE AND WHICH SCORES TO POST 

At Kingsmill, scores may be posted at the Woods or the River/Plantation posting 

stations.  Postings can also be made on the internet using the VSGA website (www.vsga.org.)  

Players can also download the free GHIN Mobile app for your Android or Apple device. 

 

Posting scores in person immediately following the round at the course where the 

round is played is the preferred way to expose scores to peer review.  Regardless, scores 

should always be posted in time for them to be included in the next handicap revision cycle, 

which occurs on the first and fifteenth of each month.  If necessary, scores must be adjusted 

down in accordance with the USGA Equitable Stroke Control system (ESC).  Scores that are 

adjusted to ESC should be preceded with an “X” on the scorecard. 

 

Your Course Handicap Maximum Score on Any Hole 

9 or less Double Bogey 
10 through 19 7 
20 through 29 8 
30 through 39 9 
40 or more 10 
 

 

 

http://www.vsga.org/
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Scores to post: 

 When at least seven holes are played (7-12 holes are posted as a 9-hole score; 13 

or more are posted as an 18-hole score) 

 Scores on all courses with a valid Course Rating™ and Slope Rating® 

 Scores in all forms of competition: match play, stroke play, and team 

competitions where each player plays their own ball 

 Scores made under The Rules of Golf 

 Scores played under the local rule of “preferred lies” 

 Scores made in an area observing an active season 

 

o Scores for unplayed holes, or holes not played under the Rules of Golf, 

shall be recorded as par plus any handicap strokes that the player is 

entitled to receive on these holes. 

o When a nine-hole score is entered into the system, it will be saved and 

combined with the next nine-hole score posted. 

o In match and stroke play, for those holes when the player picks up and is 

out of contention, for holes that are unfinished or strokes that are 

conceded, post a score for that hole by determining your “most likely 

score” for the hole.  The “most likely score” is the actual number of 

strokes taken added to the estimated number of strokes needed to finish 

the hole from that position more than half of the time (in the player’s 

best judgment).  These holes should be preceded by an X when recorded 

on a scorecard and the score recorded cannot exceed the player's ESC 

limit. 

 A “T” (tournament) score will be recorded when appropriate.  The Committee 

will promulgate which KMGA events will use “T” scoring.  

Scores unacceptable for posting: 

 When fewer than seven holes are played 

 When made on a golf course in an area in which an inactive season established 

by the Authorized Golf Association is in effect 

 When, as a condition of the competition, the maximum number of clubs allowed 

is less than 14, or types of clubs are limited as, for example, in a competition that 

allows only iron clubs 

 When scores are made on a course with no USGA Course Rating or Slope Rating 

 When a player uses non-conforming clubs, non-conforming balls, or non-

conforming tees; or when a player incurs a second breach of Rule 14-3 (Dropping 

Ball in Relief Area) 

 When a player plays alone 
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 When a player ignores one or more Rules of Golf and fails to post an adjusted 

hole score or fails to record the appropriate penalty for a breach of rule. For 

example, if a player anchored the club while making a stroke during a round and 

did not record a penalty for doing so, the score would not have been played 

under the Rules of Golf and therefore would not be acceptable for handicap 

purposes.  

ACTIVE GOLF SEASON AND HANDICAP REVISION SCHEDULE 

The Virginia State Golf Association has established the active season, during which 

scores made in Virginia will be acceptable for handicap purposes. The active season runs from 

January 1 through December 31 each year. Handicaps are revised on the first and fifteenth of 

each month during this season. 

 

NOTE:  At the beginning of each season, players who have not posted a score during the prior 

season will automatically be moved to “Inactive” status.  Players so moved should contact 

the Handicap Chairman if a move back to “Active” status is desired. 

 

HANDICAP INDEX ADJUSTMENTS AND PENALTIES 

 

The Handicap Committee has the responsibility of making certain that each player has a 

Handicap Index reflecting potential ability. Under the following circumstances, it will be 

necessary for the Committee to adjust the player's Handicap Index. In all cases, before an 

adjustment becomes effective, the Committee will give the player the opportunity to explain 

any mitigating circumstances. 

 

a. A player who has just taken up the game may improve too rapidly for his index, 

calculated by the standard method, to reflect his potential ability. 

 

b. If a player's index increases by three or more strokes because of the posting of 

numerous away scores, and subsequent scores at home indicate that his index is too 

high, the Committee will adjust it. 

 

c. An increased handicap may be given for a temporary disability.  Contact the Handicap 

Chairman if you believe you fall into this category. 

 

d. A player's index may be adjusted up or down if he does not turn in all acceptable 

scores in a timely manner or otherwise does not observe the spirit of the Handicap 

System. 
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e. If a player has a minimum of two (2) eligible tournament score differentials that are at 

least 3.0 strokes better than his current index the handicap Committee must conduct a 

review to determine if a reduction in the handicap should be applied.   

 

Note:  GHIN will apply the reduction automatically.  If you feel that a reduction 

has been applied inappropriately, contact the Handicap Chairman. 

 

f. If a player manipulates his scores to influence his index, the Committee will adjust or 

withdraw his index, depending on the circumstances. Examples of manipulation include:  

 

 Posting erroneous scores or no scores for qualifying rounds. 

 Stopping play after six holes to avoid posting scores. 

 Repeatedly playing more than one ball to avoid posting scores. 

 Not adjusting individual hole scores under Equitable Stroke Control. 

 Deliberately reporting more or fewer strokes than actually scored. 

 Deliberately taking extra strokes to inflate a score. 

 

 

 

 

PEER REVIEW 

 

The handicap system is intended to be self-enforcing by the club membership.  Peer Review is a 

process of providing a reasonable and regular opportunity for members of a golf club who play 

with each other in informal matches and in organized tournaments to have access to scoring 

records and USGA Handicap Indexes of all the players of the club.  At Kingsmill, this 

information is available to all members via Woods and River/Plantation scoring stations, as well 

as through the VSGA Web Site. 

 

SUMMARY 

 

It is not necessary to have a USGA Handicap to play and enjoy the game of golf.  However, if a 

player frequently plays in competition at home or away, it is expected that he will have a 

current USGA Index. This Index depends upon full, accurate information regarding a player's 

potential scoring ability as reflected by a complete scoring record. Every golfer who maintains a 

USGA Handicap is responsible for following the USGA Handicap Rules, posting all acceptable 

scores with any applicable adjustments and being aware of his Handicap Index. 


