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2022 KMGA Handicap Policies and Procedures 
 

Handicap Committee Chair: Denby Starling 

Handicap Committee Members: Marty Reynolds, Joe Moore, Don Lisenbee, Scott Miner   

The role of the Handicap Committee is to ensure that the Kingsmill Men’s Golf 
Association and its membership comply with their obligations under the Rules of Handicapping.  
This includes ensuring that all golfers who play in KMGA competitive events comply with the 
requirements of the World Handicap System (WHS). 

The World Handicap System has three main objectives: 

1. To encourage as many golfers as possible to obtain and maintain a handicap, 
2. To enable golfers of differing abilities, genders and nationalities to take their 

handicap to any course in the world and compete on a fair basis, and 
3. To indicate with sufficient accuracy the score a golfer is reasonably capable of 

achieving on any course around the world, playing under normal conditions.  

Two basic premises underlie the handicapping system: that each player will try to make 
their best score at every hole in every round (regardless of where that round is played) and that 
every player will post every acceptable round for peer review in a timely fashion.  By 
accomplishing these objectives, our competitive events will be fairer and more enjoyable for all 
who play. 

 
Player Responsibilities 

 
It is not necessary to have a handicap index to play and enjoy the game of golf.  

However, if a player frequently plays in competition at home or away, it is expected that he will 
have a current handicap index. This depends upon full, accurate information regarding a player's 
scoring ability as reflected by a complete scoring record. Every golfer who maintains a handicap 
index is responsible for: 

 
• Following the Rules of Golf and the Rules of Handicapping. 
• Being aware of his handicap index at the start of each round, knowing on what holes 

strokes are to be given or received. 
• Attempting to make the best possible score on each hole. 
• Submitting all acceptable scores before midnight (EST) on the day of play (including 

scores from away venues). 
• Certifying the scores of fellow players in support of peer review. 
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Peer Review 
 

The handicap system is intended to be self-enforcing by the club membership.  Peer 
Review is the process by which a score or handicap index can be confirmed or challenged.  A 
score submitted for handicap purposes must be made available for peer review as soon as 
possible after the completion of a round.  To facilitate the process of peer review, scores should 
be posted to a player’s scoring record as soon as possible following completion of the round.  
Individual scoring records are available for review by all club members via the scoring kiosks or 
via the GHIN web site or app. 
 

How to Establish a Handicap Index 
 

KMGA is a member of the Virginia State Golf Association (VSGA) and receives all 
handicap related services from the United States Golf Association’s Golf Handicap and 
Information Network (GHIN). This is a nationally networked system providing both internet 
score posting and handicap verification services. Each member is assigned a unique golfer 
number that enables electronic score posting at their home course and at other nationally 
networked courses. If you need to know your GHIN number, contact the Handicap Chairman. 
 

To obtain an initial Handicap Index, a player must submit acceptable scores (defined 
below) from a minimum of 54 holes.  Both 9- and 18-hole rounds are acceptable.  Scorecards 
should specify tees played, dates played, and the player's name, mailing and email address, and 
phone number.   Place this information in the KMGA lock box in the Eagles men's lounge, or 
leave in either Pro Shop, and then notify the Handicap Chairman by email.  After review, the 
Handicap Committee will post the scores and notify the player of their GHIN number and initial 
handicap index. The player is then responsible for posting all future scores arising from general 
play. 
 

Members desiring to transfer/add their membership to the KMGA from another club 
should provide the Handicap Chairman with their GHIN number either via email or the KMGA 
lock box and provide a telephone number, mailing and email address.   

 
How, Where, and Which Scores to Post 
 

At Kingsmill, scores may be posted at the Woods or the River/Plantation posting kiosks.  
Postings can also be made electronically on the USGA GHIN website (www.ghin.com), via 
theVSGA website (www.vsga.org), or by mobile phone using either the USGA GHINMobile 
app or MyVSGA app. 

 
Posting scores in person immediately following the round at the course where the round 

is played is the preferred way to expose scores to peer review.  Regardless, a score should always 
be posted by midnight (EST) on the day of play, to ensure it is in the player’s scoring record in 
time to be included in the next day’s handicap index revision.  
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Scores in KMGA sponsored events will normally be posted by the Competition 
Committee at the completion of tournament play. 

When a 9-hole score is entered into the system, it will be saved and combined with the 
next 9-hole score posted.  A 9-hole score will be retained until it becomes older than the oldest 
18-hole score in the scoring record, after which it is discarded. 

 
A score is acceptable for posting if the round was played: 

• By the Rules of Golf 
• On a golf course during its active season 
• On a course with a current course rating and slope rating 
• In the company of at least one other person (who does not have to be a player) 
• In an authorized format of play 

o In general, an authorized format is one where the player plays their own 
ball, in either individual or team stroke or match play. 

•  Over the minimum number of holes required   
o If 7 to 13 holes are played, a 9-hole score should be posted 
o If 14 or more holes are played, an 18-hole score should be posted 
o Net par (defined below) should be posted for any unplayed holes. 

A score is not acceptable for posting if played: 

• While being coached on the course 
• While using non-conforming equipment 
• When the number or types of clubs used is restricted 
• When the score cannot be verified by another person 
• When a player does not play their own ball (for example, scrambles) 
• While not following the Rules of Golf 

 
Adjustment of Hole Scores 
 
 A score for handicap purposes should not be overly influenced by one or two bad hole 
scores that are not reflective of a player’s demonstrated ability.  In addition, holes where a player 
does not hole out can provide reasonable evidence of a player’s ability and can be used for 
handicap purposes. 
 
 Maximum Hole Score for Handicap Purposes 
 

• A player submitting scores for an initial handicap index is limited to par + 5. 
• For a player with an established handicap index, the maximum score for each hole 

played is net double bogey calculated as follows: 

(Par of the hole) + (2 strokes) + (Any handicap strokes the player receives on that 
hole) 
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• For holes not played, a score of net par should be recorded, calculated as follows: 

(Par of the hole) + (Any handicap strokes the player receives on that hole) 

• When a hole is started but Player does not hole out because: 
o The result of the hole has been decided, 
o The hole has been conceded in match play, 
o The player’s partner has a better score in a 4-ball format and so he picks up. 
o A player has reached net double bogey 

The player must record their most likely score or net double bogey, whichever is 
lower. 

The most likely score is: 

o The number of strokes already taken to get to the current position 
o Plus, the number of strokes the player would likely require to complete the 

hole from that position 
o Plus, any penalty strokes incurred. 

 
Most likely scores should be determined in accordance with the following guidelines: 
 

Position of the Ball Strokes to be Added 
On the green, 5 feet or less to the hole Add one stroke 
Between 5 feet and 20 yards Add 2-3 strokes, depending on position, 

green difficulty and player ability 
More than 20 yards Add 3-4 strokes, depending on position, 

green difficulty and player ability 
 

Active Golf Season 
 

The Virginia State Golf Association (VSGA) has established the active season, during 
which scores made in Virginia will be acceptable for handicap purposes.  The active season runs 
from January 1 through December 31 each year. 
 
NOTE:  At the beginning of each season, players who have not posted a score during the prior 
season will automatically be moved to “Inactive” status.  Players so moved should contact the 
Handicap Chairman if a move back to “Active” status is desired. 
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Handicap Committee Responsibilities 
 

The Handicap Committee plays a vital role in the successful administration of a player’s 
handicap index and is equipped with the tools to intervene when the calculated handicap index is 
no longer reflective of the player’s demonstrated ability. 

 
 
The Committee has the authority to conduct handicap reviews, which may be initiated by: 

• The VSGA requirement for the conduct of annual handicap reviews. 
• The Committee wishing to review the handicap of a player who is consistently 

returning scores that do not reflect their demonstrated ability. 
• A player requesting a handicap review following a period where they feel their 

scoring returns do not align to their current handicap index.  A review of this type 
may be merited if a player’s scoring ability is significantly impacted by a medical 
issue. 

 
Before making any adjustment to a player’s handicap index, the Committee will 

consider: 

• Whether the player’s scoring potential has been affected by temporary or permanent 
injury or illness. 

• Any handicap previously held. 
• Whether the player’s ability is rapidly improving or declining. 
• Whether the player is performing significantly differently in one format of play 

compared to another, for example between general play and organized competitions 
or between authorized and unauthorized forms of play. 

• Where it is determined that a player’s actions are for the purpose of gaining an unfair 
advantage. 

 
In such cases, the Handicap Committee may adjust or freeze a player’s handicap 

index for a defined period of time.  
 
In situations where a player fails to submit a score from an authorized format of play, 

the Handicap Committee may investigate and take appropriate action.  If the Committee 
determines that there was no valid reason for the score not being submitted, and that the 
player failed to submit for the purpose of gaining an unfair advantage, the Committee may 
post a penalty score or, in the case of repeated infractions, may withdraw the player’s 
handicap index.  In all cases, a player will be notified in advance of withdrawal and will be 
afforded the opportunity to respond. 

 
 


